
for a b ank in 
<e Corps. 



•ged? 

Marine Corps? 
own University 



railed yon here 
ibout the baek- 
you were both 

Oswald, and I 

f in Japan. I 
la Ilf. 

a that confuses 
t El Toro? 
t Is, I believe, 

title of "LTA" 
that In World 
radar base, 
raining officer 
e into contact 



ically to train 
of my fellow 
from generals 
id how to get 

e bit nuts on 



• — bad served 
court-martial 
f my memory 
hen. I don't 
, served on a 

sely the rela* 

commanding 

r was a lieu- 
that crew I 



officers and 
ere supposed 

enlisted men 

once a day, 
b, sometimes 
ch. 

* in. Often 



r r-ssasr osw “ rd_,n ’ ^ 

«£n^ ~ 

Of r ,“ n r ' 1 bel,eTe - ° f them "*»• Most 

Mr. Ely. You had not known Oswald in Japan? 

Numhe!- two these arejiot_t fplcal marine en listed. They hove a much hirw 
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Mr alonnl!^™' ' n,press,on ,s that he was not especially 
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Mr. Donovan. Tea. I have been on watch with him when an emergency 
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*™" e ’ and ,n . tur " ln K * round and reporting It to the crew chief and to myself— 
and to me. simultaneously. wtliat tluustatus of the emergence 

j^-IfjM^ C 0 , | |,| tri l, a^u ^J^l^r^ob Vus action we should . 
tate ^ Am l Uf i v aa^lght. There was usually an obvious soluTToii — TWhe 
Wha ! t0 d0 - V * hp dld “• "0 -otter whTyoutoMhlm 
to his J^b? Dld h “ Cnlm at al time8: 0r Wns he exc,table with regard 

Mr. |?°novan. I don’t recall him being particularly excitable 

C LT * Would 70U chara ^erixe him as “very cool,’’ or do you think thnt 
might be overstating the case In the other direction ? 

Mr. Donovan. I Just think In that respect he was normal 

occa " ,on to ob9erve the re,ation between ° swBid nnfi 
Mr. Donovan. At times ; yes. 

hlspoMs? DW 14 See “ Ul “ t he WaS normal to you wlth regard to mixing with 
Mr. 1 Ionova w. No; he did not shore s common Interest with them For better 

eno f urti W monew e 7 °"!! g Americ * n -"Ic 1" that age Is Interested in saving 

® °^* b *® «“ hu* another beer and get another date. This I don’t bellevf 

would characterise him at ail. He read a great deal. 

Mr' SJJT? "T. °° 70U remember anything that he read speelflcally ? 
a Russian n'e wstmpe r . W thnt the ” en •‘ Waya t0,d me *>e subscribed to 

on^ori^3i ° you say^ JUigstan newsp aper, do you recall whether thnt wan 
one printed In the Russian language 

Mr. Donovan. No; I do not 
Mr. Ely. You never saw that newspaper? 

Mr. Donovan. I never saw the newspaper. 

Mr. Ely. Did you ever question Oswald about his reading of It? 

got'^Z A Ugh^ : 1 ,,ld ' A,ld ^ dl " ni >‘ nntijirenHv .a,. „ 

you “F that ’ "re you Implying that It not only wns a Russian 
newspaper, but it was also a Communist newspaper? 

. YeS . : 1 lmpUed UlaL And 1 feIt that he ‘bought this presented 

f.Tf* ■ dl<f er ?‘. t “"<1 Perhaps equally Just side of the InternatlonnJ nffnlrs In 
comparison with the United States newspapers. 

Mr. Ely. Was the paper printed in Russia, do you know? 

Mr. Donovan. I do not know. 

Mr. Blt. And. of course, you don’t know the name of the paper? 

Mr. Donovan. Thnt Is correct. 

mT S»o„ Dld v W L 70U 0,81 tlme why he subscribed to the paper? 

^ ***_• h * 8a,d he Interested In learning Russian. And he 

h^»„TT1. < rid . e " f e „ fact thot he couId "Peak It He couldn't prove It by me, 

Id r,,T: "«* he said he could, and his contemporaries 

oeueved he could. As far as I know, he could. 

cal content ? BUt *** alS ° 801 0)6 ldea that he enJoyed lhl » Paper for Its Ideologi- 

Mr Donovan. To a degree. I think he enjoyed International affairs in all 
respects. He enjoyed studying them. He thought there were many great— 
I*™ man7 graye ‘“Justices concerning the affairs In the international 

nrn k?Z tha ^ be COn f tailtly br °ught up the idea that our Government must be 
■7.1 "I “competent people. And, as I stated, and you have probably read 

sui*rflci^7«ctaof ‘ h *. new “P°P ers ' tb at he was very well versed, at least on the 
superficial facts of a given foreign situation. 

SehwL^l™.? 1 1 T* ® rccent graduate ot the Foreign Service 

School, at east fairly well acquainted with situations throughout the world 

™n.~ W ,° U « gre ! t pride ln 1,18 nbll,ty to uot only the leader of a 

n Ve t °b subordinates In that country who held positions of 

of the rnT. JV"* *"** Pr ' de ‘ n talk,ng 10 8 P“ 38lng °®cer coming In or out 
of the radar center, and In a most Interested manner, ask him what he thought 
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of a given situation, listen to that officer's explanation, and say “Thank you 
very much." * J 

As soon as we were alone again, he would say, “Do you agree with that?" 

In many cases it was obvious that the officer had no more idea nbout that 
than he did about the polo races — or polo matches in Australia. 

And Oswald would then say. "Now. if men like that are leading us, there is 
something wrong— when I obviously have more intelligence and more knowledge 
than that man." 6 

And I think his grave misunderstanding that I tried to help him with is that 
these men were Marine officers and supposed to be schooled in the field of war- 
rare ns the Marine Corps knows It, and not as Internationa! political analysts. 
And in some respect a he was probably better informed than moat people in the 
Marine Corps, namely, on international affairs. 

Mr. Ely. Do you remember any specific international events or situations 
which he questioned officers about? 

Mr. Donovan. No; not particularly. 

I know that Cuba interested him more than most other situations. He was 
fairly well Informed about Mr. Batista. He referred to atrocities in general 
not in particular. I think that we all know that there were Injustices committed 
under the Batista administration. And he was against that. And he was 
against tills sort of dictatorship. 

But I never heard him in any wny, shape or form confess that he was a 
Communist, or that he ever thought about being u Communist. 

Mr. Ely. Did you hear him express sympathy for Castro specifically? 

Mr. Donovan. Yes — bur, on the other hand, so did Time Magazine at that 
time. Harvard accepted him de facto, at face value— which is one of our better 
schools, I suppose. At any rate, what he said about Castro was not an unpopular 
belief at that time. 

Mr. Ely. What did he say? 

Mr Donovan. I don’t recall any particulars, except that It was a godsend that 
somebody had overthrown Batista. 

Mr. Ely. Did he ever express to you any desire that he personally would 
take part in clearing up injustices, either In Cuba or anywhere else? 

Mr. Donovan. He not only never said It to me, I never heard of him suyinc 
it to anyone else. 

Mr. Ely. Based on your observation of men throughout your military career, 
would you say that Oswald constituted u typical case of Homeone whose interests 
were different from the rest of the enlisted men? Do you think that his loneli- 
ness, his desire to be alone, exceeded that, or would you say it was a more or 
less normal thing for somebody Interested In other things? 

, Mr. Donovan. Moat young men in the Marine Corps, I suppose in all services 
have the common bond that they want to get out. He certainly shared that 
common bond with them. I think that wns his only common bond. I don't 
believe he shared an equal interest in sports. I don’t think he shared an equal 
intense interest In girls. And although I believe he drank, sometimes to excess, 

I don't believe thot he shared even that companionship with them consistently. 

Mr. Ely. You mentioned thut the sort of unit with which you were associated 
was one that drew enlisted men of a higher Intellectual caliber. For thlH reason 
were there men In the unit who shared Oswald’s Interests, or even given this 
he was still the only one interested in serious rending? 

Mr. Donovan. Not that I know of. But as I have told both the FBI and the 
8eeret Service, he had living in his barracks a boy whose name I am sorry 

I cannot remember, whose nickname was Beezer 

Mr. Ely. Would the man's name be Roussel? 

Mr. Donovan. That is It. He was from Louisiana, I believe. And this boy 
fixed me up with his Bister who wus an airline stewardess. I took her out on 
one occasion, I believe that this boy was at least interested enough In Oswald 
that he fixed Oswald up with her once. And she related to me that he could 
speak Russian, which I had heard before. And site referred to him as kind 
of an oddball. You probably have her name and can talk to her. 

Mr. Ely. Was her name Rosa I ecu Quinn? 

Would that rlug a bell? You don't remember? 
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Mr. Donovan. No, I am sorry. It doesn’t ring a bell. 

Mr. Ely. But you feel that If we could locate this woman, she could tell 
us something that would Ih» of interest In reconstructing his personality? 

Mr. Donovan. She went out with him once, maybe twice. Maybe more than 
that, I don’t know nbout I don’t know if she could or not. 

Mr. Ely. Do you remember any fields other than foreign affairs which Oswald 
did extensive reading in? 

Mr. Donovan. No, I do not. 

Mr. Ely. Have you ever stated that Oswald prided himself on knowing the 
names of the great philosophers, or would this statement. If attributed to you 
have been a mistake? 

Mr. Donovan. No. that Is a correct statement. He knew the names of some 
philosophers. 

Mr. Ely. Is It your feeling that he read philosophy? 

Mr. Donovan. Manuscripts are available to all of us which mention these 
gentlemen's names In support of some idea. Quite often, If you read the philos- 
opher you see that it Is taken out of context 
I only had 2 years of philosophy and 2 years of theology at Georgetown. 
But even with that limited amount. It was obvious that he often knew the name 
and that was It 

Mr. Ely. Do you remember any of the philosophers that he did mention? 

Mr. Donovan. Hegel, which would be npproprinte concerning his later action 
Mr. Ely. Hegel. 

Did he mention Marx? 

Mr. Donovan. No, I don’t recall him — oh, he must have mentioned Marx, but 
don t ever recall him using Marxist philosophy to support anything in 
particular. 

Mr. Ely. Is it your general Impression that the philosophers who Interested 
him were ones that were somehow tied In with political philosophy? 

Mr. Donovan. Social revolutions. 

Mr. Ely. Do you know whether Oswald had any knowledge of languages other 
than Russian and English? 

Mr. Donovan. No, I do not. I recall that we had occasion to speak Spanish 
on the radio, because ham operators from Mexico were forever cutting in He 
may have known a few words. But he did not — I don’t believe he had a com- 
mand of Spanish. 

at ^? E - YoD have no rec ° n wtion of his speaking or understanding German 
Mr. Donovan. 1 have no recollection. 

*;• E , LT - „ Dld he ever s I*‘ nk to you about his plana for after he got out of 
the Marine Corps? 

Mr. Donovan. No, I cannot say that he did. 

Mr. Ely. Did he ever express to you an Interest In attending achnol anywhere? 
Mr. Dosovan. Tea. now that you mention It: I think he did mention that he 
Inteuded to pursue school. And, In fact, It wan standard for all officers to en- 
courage any enlisted mnn to attend schAol. He certnlnly had the ability If 
he had wanted to do It 

ii another named Sergeant Park, from Washington, who. I believe 

lived In his same qtionset hut who definitely Intended to attend school. I have 
given this gentleman’s name to both the FBI and the Secret Service. 

Mr. Ely Did Oswald ever mention to yon that he would like to attend school 
in any foreign country? 

Mr. Donovan. Never. It came as a complete surprise to me that he had 
turned up In Moscow. 

outHlde^the country! ” eTer ,nentlone<, fhou * h,s of « »1 anywhere 

Mr. Donovan. He never mentioned It to me. 

Mr. Ely. Did yon ever hear of bis mentioning It to anybody else? 

Mr. Donovan, i never heard of It being mentioned to anyone. Evidently 
that was a rather well kept secret, that he Intended to depart so suddenly. 

Mr. Ely. Tou mentioned that Oswald spoke of Injustices which took place 
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He had the access to the location of all bases In the west want area all 
radio CnencleTfor all squadrons, all tactical call signs, and the relative 
strength^ all squadrons, number and type of aircraft In a ^ua.lron who was 
thp commanding officer, the authentication code of entering and exiting the 
AOIZ which stands for Air Defense Identification Zone. He knew the range 
^f our radar He knew the range of our radio. And he knew the range of the 

“HS'hara^^rmomh^after I left that area I could not have told 
hot our own Had I wanted to record them, f certainly could have 
secretl/ and taken them with me. Unless he Intentionally with mallce afor^ 
thought wrote them down. I doubt If he would have been able to recall them a 

month inter, either. . nf whn f level 

Mr. Ely. You recall that various codes were changed. Now at what level 

were these changed? Was this an action of your specific unit, or a fairly 
w Idesprend action^ witness the changing In any other squadrons, 

hufit S have to be, because the code Is obviously between two or more 
units. Therefore, the other units had to change It These codes are a grid, 

and two lines correspond. 4 . . . „ AU „ nr whatever 

And he gives the grid that you want, and he reads back AH, or whatever 

the reply is supposed to be, the authentication Is support*! to be. 

Mr. Bly. Are authentication codes changed from time to time as a matter 

0 ^Mr° Donovah They are changed from time to time, that Is right. 

Mr. £ Are they changed eren If there Is no specific Incident which elicit. 

‘"Mr^DonovAS. They are methodically changed anyway.^-There are some 
- — I K i nira nrhfrh he knew on which he received Instruction that there Is no way 
o? Zndng such a^rMPS t« helght-flnder radar gear. That had recently 
been Integrated Into the Marine Corps system. It had a helghtfimlingrange 
far In excess of our previous equipment, and It has certain limitations. H 
hnd been schooled on those limitations. 

U cannot operate above a given altitude In setting-in other words, you 

cannot place the thing above a given terrain height. 

He had also lieen schooled on a plere of machinery called a TPX-1, 

Is used to transfer radio— radar and radio signals over a great distance. Bad 
Is rcrv susceptible to homing missiles, nnd this piece of equipment Is us«J to 
put you^rX antenna several miles away, and relay the Information back 
re your site which you hope is relatively safe. He had been schooled on this. 
And that kind of stuff you cannot change. 

Mr. Ely. Did Oswald have any kind of clearance? 

Mr. Dobovan. He must have hnd secret clearance to work in the radar center, 
hppntifip that was a minimum requirement for all of us. . 

Mr ELT Was th“ spot at which be worked such that In order to gain ad- 
mlttance one would have to show some sort of credentials? 

nownvAN Yes - they checked your card data. Within the center, wnn. 

Is called a coanter-al’r operations center, he rotated through all positions of an 
enlisted man^At ttmes as I told you, he served as plotter, sometimes sur- 
veillance, sometimes even as crew chief. 

Mr Ei y Were you the one who picked the crew chief ‘ , , 

Mr T»boTb I was in a rather favorable position, since I was the training 

rr.,r P ,cr tszszx ?££ sz * c 8 x 

Holmburg. I have already told you where Sergeant Brown la. 

s'rgelnt Holmburg Is now a commissioned warrant officer and stlU on 

active duty In the Marine Corps. 

Mr Ri ▼ Did vou ever pick Oswald to act as crew cnier t 

Mr » mere was occasion when Oswald acted as crew chleY If 

one of these sergeanU had another duty somewhere else, and Oswald wns senior 
^n presfnt. he was crew chief. And I had no -mplnlnt about his work. 

Mr. Ely. Did he show any special ability in this direction? 

Mr. Dobovas. Yes ; I think he was competent, very competent. And 
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be did his Job well. I don’t recall uny thing coming up that he could not handle. 

Mr. Ely. In acting as crew chief, do you think he demonstrated leadership 
qualities? 

Mr. Donovan. I don’t think he was a leader. 

Mr Ely. However. Is It fair to say that auy reservations you have about 
his ability as a leader were not sufficient to make you decide never to use him 
as a crew chief again? 

Mr Donovan. I would not hesitate to use him as a crew chief. 

Mr Ely When the other men In the unit found out that Oswald was in the 
process of getting a hardship discharge, did they make any offers to help, other 

than the ones you have mentioned concerning transportation? 

Mr Donovan. I recall that I offered to help 1dm any way I could, including 
financially. And you can talk to Sergeant Brown, but I believe that Sergeant 
Brown helped him, or offered to help him. 

Mr. Ely. Did he actfcpt these offers? 

Mr. Donovan. He dhl not from me, und to the best of my knowledge he did 
not from anyone. 

Mr. Ely. Did he give a reason for refusing them? 

Mr. Donovan. He didn’t need the help. 

Mr. Ely. Did you find out about his attempt to get a hardship discharge 
through observation of his papere, or did he mention it to you? 

Mr. Donovan. I have no idea. I don’t recall seeing auy papers. Just word 

around the squadron. , ... . . 

Mr. Ely. Would you have any idea of how long In advance of his actual 
discharge you or others heard about the fact that he was trying to get a 
discharge? 

Mr. Donovan. I do not recall. 

Mr. Ely. Did he ever discuss with you the reasons for the discharge? 

Mr. Donovan. I don’t recall If he ever dlacussed them or not. I did know 
that his mother needed help. And, at that time. I recall that I believed he 
was a sole surviving son. Since that date I have read that he has a brother 
At that time, as I recall, I believed him to be an only son, and his mother needed 

Mr. Ely. Did you observe on the part of Oswald anything that could be termed 

mental Instability? . 

Mr. Donovan. No ; except that he bad an extreme passion for this field of 
foreign affairs — or at least In his discussions with me — and they might have 
been limited to me, I don’t know. But It Is unusual when anyone la solely 
Interested In one given thing. 

Mr. Ely. During discussions of foreign affairs, did he get visibly angry, did 
he raise bis voice? 

Mr Donovan. No ; he never raised hia voice, but he could become passionate 
In the defense of a point, and become quite enthusiastic In trying to get you 

to see what he saw. . _ . , . . 

Mr. Ely. But he always retained physical control of himself, in terms of 

pounding the table, screaming? 

Mr. Donovan. Ob, yes; I don’t believe he became any more physically worked 

ud than people we talk with every day. w _ 

Mr. Ely. Dhl you observe Oswald to complain about the Marine Corps auy 
more than the average Murine complains about the Marine Corps? 

Mr. Donovan. No; he stuck in my mind in that res,>ect only because 
he was particularly opposed to the recognition promotion program. Most guys 
complain about having to stand so many Inspections, having to clean up the 
barracks so many times, having to go on KP so many times, et cetera. 

I don’t recall those complaints from him. They may tmvo come. Tb 
complaint he had was that the Marine Corps did not recognize his to 

to be in a position of command. I recall that on several In^nces encour- 

aged him to pursue this, and put In for NCO leadership school, if hefethe had 
the qualities, or to go out. get a commission, and come back in, and try to do 

Mr. Ely. Do you kuow whether he ever took an OC8 qualification exam? 
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Mr. Donovan. I do not recall that he did 

Mr! ° 8W " ,d ’ 8 —e» 

nnd r the'«n«weT' to' many ' of^f ° f Khort " kp ">nr. 

Throe ..rethink that hove b wnsUKge9 tedt^ M 8mPy ‘ h °‘ y °" d ° n ’‘ remo,nber - 

Do you recall whether or not he pluyed chess? 

Mr. Donovan, if he dl<l, I don't recall It 

Santa w y "" r00n " h ' 8 ^ hlt ” «"* while he and yon were at 
r— Mr b° L v 0V ? 1 m nnt roon " hl " ' »ny fights. 

'tai^'^Sr.SL.”" ,l ‘** a «** » « "« — » ,»n 

( 

interest In girls may be only unbelief bi'cnu^ n«^n m **7 of / H,s ,ack of 
sion to know him socially but in ’ USe ”, *” offloPr 1 cnnifot have occa- 
Interested In talking nhnuV them. convPrs «' ln nR he never was partlcnlarly 

Mr. Bi.r. Do yon know whether he smoked? 

Mr. Donovan. I don’t recall. 

„ r r ^I Jrr'xV 00 Sny ,hn ‘ hf h0d 0 600,1 * humor? 

Mr' T7 801,80 of h,,mor ls 8»od. he did not. 

Mr. Ely. Did he attempt to be funny? 

Mr. Donovan. He attempted it at times. 

Mr. Ely. And, In your opinion, failed? 

Mr r°T‘ 10 my ° P,n,OD he Wl18 ° fallurp ,n that refqwct. 

Mr. Donovan. No, I do not. 

"r, RO T e bor| na text. 

Mr’ n™ 0ouM _ you 8ta,e tor ‘he record what GATT stands for’ 

Mr' b, n"’ 0eneral A K"*roent on Trade and Tariff. 

Mr. Ely. Do yon recall his having nny nicknames? 

Mr. Donovan. Tea. 

Mr. Ely. What were they? 

Mr. Donovan. Ozzle. 

Mr. Ely. Anything else? 

Mr. Donovan. Not that I recall. 

Mr. Ely. Did most people call him Ozzle? 

Mr. Donovan. Or Oa. 
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Mr. Ely. Did you ever know or hear of his being in contact with the Cuban 
consulate, either in person or by mail? 

Mr. Donovan. I never heard of that. 

Mr. Ely. Do you remember whether 

Mr. Donovan. Are you talking about then, or now? 

Mr. Ely. I am talking about then, right. 

Do you recall whether he made any trips, when he had time off? 

Mr. Donovan. Yes; I think he took a couple of trips down to Tijuana, but I 
don't think those were for reasons of studying International economics, al- 
though they might well have beeu. 

Mr. Ely. Did he ever tell you what he did in Tijuunu? 

Mr. Donovan. Never, and I never inquired. 

Mr. Ely. Do you kuow whether he took liny trips to Los Angeles? 

Mr. Donovan. I don’t know it, but I am sure he did, because it was common for 
all those boys to go iu and out of Los Angeles or Hollywood, or up to Disney- 
land— whether they wnnted to go up for a beer or a date or something. 

Mr. Ely. Did you notice that he either took more trips than the uverage ma- 
rine, or that he took fewer trips? 

Mr. Donovan. I did not recognize his itinerary as being anything out of the 
ordinary in that respect. 

Mr. Ely. Do you remember his receiving any visitors while he wus at Santa 
Ana? 

Mr. Donovan. I do not recall his receiving any visitors. 

Mr. Ely. Does the name Lieutenant Cuiicuuk meau anything to you? 

Mr. Donovan. Means absolutely nothing to me. 

Mr. Ely. Cupenak does not even sound like any name that means anything 
to you? 

Mr. Donovan. Yes, I knew a Lieutenant John Cuaka. C-u-a-k-a. That spell- 
ing is strictly phonetic. 

Mr. Ely. Was he at Santa Ana at that time? 

Mr. Donovan. I do not believe he was. I knew him In the Philippines and in 
Japan. He was a radar maintenance officer that generally served with a GCA, 
standing for Ground Control Approach unit. But Cupenak doesn't ring a bell at 
all. 

Mr. Ely. Finally, Mr. Donovan, I would like to get your opinion on which of 
the men who were at Santa Ana nt the time that both you and Oswald were 
there would be most helpful to us In reconstructing the personality of Oswald. 

I will mention the names that I have to you, and see whether you think 

Mr. Donovan. You mean which in the plural or singular? You want me to 
say which would be most 

Mr. Ely. I will read the names to you, and you can comment on them indi- 
vidually. 

Do you remember u man named Thomley? 

Mr. Donovan. I don't recall the name at all. 

Mr. Ely. Ail right. 

How about a man named Lewis? 

Mr. Donovan. Don't recall the name at all. 

Mr. Ely. Botelho? 

Mr. Donovan. Yes. Botelho was a man in our squadron. I cannot recall his 
face. But I do recall the man being In our squadron. And he went by th© 
nickname, normally enough, of Bo. 

Mr. Ely. Do you remember whether or not he knew Oswald well? 

Mr. Donovan. No, I do not. 

Mr. Ely. Do you remember a man named Call? 

Mr, Donovan. I certainly do. He is from Allentown, Pa. I tried to look 
him up after my discharge. I was passing through his town. He was a corpo- 
ral, later sergeant, I believe, buck sergeant. 

Mr. Ely. Do you recall whether he knew Oswald? 

Mr. Donovan. He must have. Call was unother boy I played chess with. 

Mr. Ely. Would you characterize Call as an intellectual? 

Mr. Donovan. I would characterize Call us being mddestly intelligent— 
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